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(A) Japanese patent application 2000-040579 
An Office Action from the JPO, dated September 16 r 2004 



This patent application is refused for the reason as 
stated below. If the applicant has any argument against 
the reason, such argument should be submitted within 60 
days from the date on which this notification was 
dispatched. 

Reason 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the 
subject application should not be granted a patent under 
the provision of Patent Law Article 29(2) since they could 
h ave easily been made by persons who have common knowledge 
in the technical field to which the inventions pertain, on 
the basis of the inventions described in the publications 
listed below which were distributed in Japan or foreign 
countries prior to the filing of the subject application. 

Note 

(As to the cited publications, refer to the list of 

the cited publications.) 
With regard to Claim 1 : 
Cited Publication Nos. 1-7: 

A robot for feeding and transporting a sheet-like 
product from a cassette to a processing segment is well 
known in the art (refer to the cited publication Nos . 2 and 
3 or the like, if necessary) . It is also well known in the 
art that a wafer is transported in a sheet-like manner in 
response to "production information applied to the 
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cassette or information sent from a control device at an 
upper level" (refer to the cited publication Nos . 4 and 5 
or the like, if necessary) . 

It has already been described in the cited 
publication No. 4 that a wafer is fed and unloaded to an 
optional location within an optional cassette and a 
returning-back of the wafer after being processed into the 
original position in the cassette was a well-known 
conventional means in the prior art (refer to the cited, 
publication Nos . 6 and 7 or the like, if necessary), so 
that it is deemed that a technical concept of w the 
processed substrate is recovered one sheet by one sheet at 
the original position of the original cassette" after a 
non-processed substrate transferred from an optional 
location in the cassette is processed could easily be 
devised by those skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, it is deemed that the technical concept 
of the present invention attained by applying the 
aforesaid well-known technology and the constitution 
described in the cited publication No. 4 to the vacuum 
processing method described in the cited publication No.l 
could easily be devised by those skilled in the art. 

With regard to the inventions concerning Claims 
other than those pointed out in this Notification of 
Reasons for Refusal, no reasons can be found at the 
present time. However, if a certain reason for refusal is 
newly discovered, it will be noticed. 

List of the cited publications or the like 

1. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No . S62-207866 
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2. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No . S63-133521 

3. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.H2-178946 

4. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.Hl-170013 

5. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.Hl-258438 

6. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No . S62-216315 

7. Gazette of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.H2-52449 
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